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This report provides a snapshot of events during 2017 relevant to countries designated as State 

Sponsors of Terrorism. It does not constitute a new announcement regarding such designations.   

 

To designate a country as a State Sponsor of Terrorism, the Secretary of State must determine that the 

government of such country has repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism. Once a 

country is designated, it remains a State Sponsor of Terrorism until the designation is rescinded in 

accordance with statutory criteria. A wide range of sanctions is imposed as a result of a State Sponsor of 

Terrorism designation, including:  

•A ban on arms-related exports and sales; 

•Controls over exports of dual-use items, requiring 30-day Congressional notification for goods or 

services that could significantly enhance the terrorist-list country’s military capability or ability to 

support terrorism; 

•Prohibitions on economic assistance; and 

•Imposition of miscellaneous financial and other restrictions. 

 

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA  

 

On November 20, 2017, the Secretary of State designated the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK) as a State Sponsor of Terrorism. The Secretary determined that the Government of the DPRK has 

repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism, as the DPRK has been implicated in 

assassinations on foreign soil. These terrorist acts are in keeping with the DPRK’s wider range of 

dangerous and malicious behavior, including continued nuclear and ballistic missile testing and 

development as well as Kim Jong Un’s threats against American cities and territories and those of our 

allies.  

 

The DPRK was previously designated as a state sponsor of terrorism in 1988 primarily on the basis of its 

involvement in the bombing of a Korean Airlines passenger flight in 1987. The DPRK’s designation was 

rescinded in 2008 after a thorough review found that the DPRK met the statutory requirements for 

rescission. In 2017, the Secretary of State determined that the DPRK has repeatedly provided support 



for acts of international terrorism since the DPRK’s state sponsor of terrorism designation was rescinded 

in 2008.  

 

In addition to the DPRK’s support for acts of international terrorism that led to its 2017 designation, the 

DPRK has continued to violate UN Security Council resolutions and has historically provided support for 

acts of international terrorism. Four Japanese Red Army members wanted by the Japanese government 

for participating in a 1970 Japan Airlines hijacking continued to shelter in the DPRK. The Japanese 

government also continued to seek a full accounting of the fate of the 12 Japanese nationals believed to 

have been abducted by DPRK state entities in the 1970s and 1980s; only five such abductees have been 

repatriated to Japan since 2002. 


